Lesson Plan Designed by: Christine Core 

IDAHO magazine article: August 2004; “The Wreckreationist” by Janet Worthington

Standard: Idaho Content Standards: Goal 4.3: Build an understanding that all people in the United States have rights and assume responsibilities.
Skill: Discuss, identify
Gaining Attention: Ask the students “How much trash do you think you produce everyday?” write some of the answers on the board. The average American produces 4.3 pounds of trash per day. Have the students work out how much trash one American produces in a year? All Americans in a day? All Americans in a year? 
Informing the Learner of the Objective: Student will be able to discuss the issue of dumping in the Lower Salmon river with peers

Students will be able to identify what they can do to reduce trash and help stop dumping.
Presenting the Stimulus Material: Hand out the seed discussion papers to the students. Explain the role of each person in the group. As the students are reading the article they should be writing down one thing that surprised, interested or puzzled them. This is their seed for the discussion. Have them read the article. 
Eliciting the Desired Behavior: Split the student up into groups of four and have them each pick a role for their group. Each student needs to share their seed, and then everyone in the group must say one thing about that seed. Each group should pick a seed that caused the most interest to share with the whole class. 
Providing Feedback:  When the last reporter tells the teacher they are ready then each group will share their seed to the class. Groups should have a back up seed in case another group uses the same one. The class will be encouraged to join in the conversation and the teacher should be getting feedback and encouraging the students’ comments. 
Assessing the Behavior: Student will answer the last question on the discussion sheet that asks, “What are some possible solutions to help with dumping at your school?” Turn the sheet in. Graded on effort and completion. 
Closure: It may seem that dumping one piece of trash isn’t a big deal. Think of all the little things that you threw away today. A piece of paper, or a candy wrapper or Q-tip? These things add up though. Somehow you are producing 4.3 pounds of trash with all these small items. But if we all did a little bit more to help reduce waste it would help in a huge way. What if Americans produced only 4 pounds of waste instead of 4.3? How much waste would be reduced in a year? 

Name_______________________Date________

Period______Group Name__________________

“The Wreckreationist”
My group role is _________________________.

Manager: Make sure each group member has the organizer to write their “seed” for discussion.

Leader: Call on each member to share a “seed” of discussion

Checker: See that each group member has a chance to comment on each “seed”

Reporter: Report to the teacher when the discussion is complete
My seed for discussion is: ________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

A possible solution for the school’s dumping problem is: ______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
